STUDENT BANKS K-2ND GRADE

Activity: Create Your Own Bank

Focus: Essential Employability Skills/SEL (self-management,
responsible decision-making)

Grade Range: K- 2nd

Time: 30-40 minutes
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INSTRUCTIONS

1. Begin with a discussion with students about money by

asking a few of the following questions:
« What canyou tell us about money?
« Whatare some things you'd like to buy with money?
« Do you knowwhat it means to save money?

2. Share with students that you will be reading a book called
The Berenstain Bears' Dollars and Sense. Encourage students
to pay attentionto things Brother and Sister do with
money during the story.

3. Read The Berenstain Bears' Dollars and Sense to the
students *Note:if teacher approves, you can move the
students to a "group" setting (carpet, reading space).

4. Upon finishing the book, engage in a conversation with
students aboutwhat it means to save money, and why it
would be a useful thingto do. This would also be a great
time to explain to students how money changes—in the
story, the Berenstain Bears use checks to keep track of
their money. Today, we typically use online banking and
bank/debit cards to spend and track money. End with
describing how we still use paper money and coins to pay
for things; this is what they will learn to start saving today.

5. Explainto students that they will be creating their own
banks to use for saving paper money and coins. [Can ask
students if they already have a bank at home] At this point,
split students into groups of 4-5 with at least T mentor at
each group. Each group will need 1 tennis ball container
per student and stickersto decorate with. *Optional:
mentors may provide Sharpies/permanent markersfor
students to draw on the containerswith. Allow students
about 20 minutes to decorate their banks.

6. Finish the activity by giving each student a copy of the
"Money Thoughts" to put in their bank.
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SYNOPSIS

Students will take
time in this activity to
discuss concpets
about money and the
beginning stages of
what it measn to
"manage" and "save"

money. By the end
they will have created
their own bank to
start saving!

TIPS

« Share personal
stories with
students about a
time where you
saved (or didn't

save) your money
and what
happened.
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MONEY THOUGHTS
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